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Results of
the conflict
The papal
position
 at peace. It was still impossible to arrange peace between
the Emperor and the Lombards, so a truce for six years was
agreed upon ; and the Emperor also entered into a truce
for fifteen years with the king of Sicily.
So the second 1 great contest between Empire and Papacy
.R which the jssue of j^e relations between the regnum and
tlie swerdotium was involved had come to an end. Again
the result was indecisive, and the tremendous effort put for-
ward by the Emperor to impose his will and establish a Pope
subservient to himself had failed. The imperial defeat is the
most obvious result of the struggle. But it must be remem-
bered that Frederick had only adopted his policy as a counter-
attack after his own position had been challenged by the
papal claims, and in this way he had at any rate successfully
defended himself. Alexander III did not put forward the
assertions that he had championed as Hadrian's legate. In
fact, the effect of the Treaty of Venice was a return to the
situation that preceded the conflict. It did not restore to
the Papacy the position it had gained under Lothar and
Conrad ; Frederick maintained the authority over the German
Church that he had assumed immediately after his accession,
continuing to control appointments, to interfere in disputed
elections, and to exercise the rights of regalia and spolia.
He had been defeated in his attack on papal independence,
but his own position had remained unassailed.
Yet out of this struggle the Papacy not only emerged
unscathed ; in defeating the attack on its independence it
made itself the more secure against such attacks for the
future. Never again was an Emperor to attempt to impose
upon the Church a Pope of his own creation,2 The Church
was indeed fortunate that it had as its Head a Pope of the
calibre of Alexander III, and also that he outlived the schism,
since a vacancy during its course might have been disastrous.
Alexander's practical experience and common sense were of
great value especially in the early years of his Papacy. At
the most difficult moment of his conflict with the Emperor,
when he was in exile in France, he was faced with the risk
1 1 prefer to say " second " rather than " third," for the contest of Henry V
•with the Papacy was concerned with the question of lay investiture, and not
really with the major issue.
* The feeble attempt made by Lewis the Bavarian in the fourteenth cen-
tury can hardly be counted as an exception to this statement.

